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Kids C lub

lesson 4

BIG IDEA

Aananias and Sapphira lied to God about

about the amount of money they received
from their land. With swift judgment, God

took their lives.

MEMORY VERSE

Psalm 51.6

“But you desire honesty from the heart, so
you can teach me to be wise in my
inmost being.”

KEY VERSES
Psalm 51:6

* PREPARATION & MATERIALS -

. Cast 6 people: Barnabas, Narrator #1,
Narrator #2, Ananias, Peter
- No props needed

+ Plastic cups (6 cups per team of 4 kids)

- Rubber bands (one per team)

« Strong sting or yarn (4 eight inch pieces per team of
4 kids)

- Felt, one 8 inch circle per child

- Leather cord, ribbon or rope, 24” per child

« Coins (optional)

« Experience Mission provides scissors, hole
punch, stapler, staples, rulers

« Photocopies of Coloring Sheet (1 per child)
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SCRIPT

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:
Barnabas:

Narrator #1:
Barnabas:
Narrator #1:
Ananias:

The early Christian church was a very caring place,
I love you, man!
I love you, too, dude!

People sold their stuff and then gave the money away.

Here you go!

Thank you!

You're welcome.

Nobody was rich...

...and nobody was poor...

..because everyone cared for everyone else.
Very nicel!

They prayed and ate together.

Yummy!

They worshiped and learned together.

Praise the Lord

It was an amazing place.

Very cool!

But it wasn’t a perfect place,

Oh, well...

Because it was filled with imperfect people.
One day, a man named Barnabas...

We'll call him Barny.

...sold his land and gave the money to the poor.

(singing to the tune of “This Old Man”) | love you, you love me, | gave you all
my money! With a great big sale of everything | owned. Now you can pay off

your loans!

(to Barnabas) Why, thank you!

(to Narrator #1) You're welcome!

Soon after that, a man named Ananias,
Howdy!
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Narrator #2:

Sapphira:
Narrator #1:
Ananias:
Sapphira:
Ananias:
Sapphira:
Ananias:
it.
Sapphira:
Ananias:
Sapphira:
Ananias:
Sapphira:
Ananias:
Sapphira:
Ananias:

Narrator #2:

Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:

And his wife, Sapphira,

Hey, there!

Sold their land, too.

Um, Sapphira?

Yes, Ananias?

Let’'s keep some of the money for ourselves.

[ don’t know...

How about we give MOST of the money to the church and keep just SOME of

Well, maybe...

We'll just tell them it’s the whole amount.

But isn’t that lying?

I like to call it “creative accounting.”

Oh, | see.

C’'mon. We'll be just like Barnabas.

Yah, everybody loves good ol’ Barney.

Yeah! (Singing) | love you, you love me, we’ll keep lost of our money! And
we’ll tell our friends that we gave the whole price, and all those folks will
think we’re nice!

So Ananias took some of the money to Peter.

Howdy, Peter!

Hi there, Ananias.

Here’s some money for the church! We sold our land, just like Barnabas did.
| see.

And here’s the money we got!

Hmmm....Is that all of it?

Of coursel

This is ALL the money you got for the land?

Yes.

Are you sure?

Positive!

Absolutely?

Absolutely, positively! Posi-lutely, abso-tively sure!

Well then, Ananias, you made one mistake.

What's that?

You for got that sometimes God talks to me.

Uh-oh.
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e« CRAFT

Make a felt coin bag. .

Scissors, staplers, hole punches

About 1/2 inch from the top of your circle, mark the felt in .
1" intervals. This is where the holes for the cord will go. .
Using the tip of the scissors, or a small hole punch, make .

slits or holes in the felt all the way around where you’ve
marked the fabric.

Start weaving the cord, ribbon or rope in and out of the

holes. Leave about 4” of the cord hanging out of the first hole.
Continue weaving in and out.

Make sure both ends of the cord are sticking out of the same
side once the cord reaches all the way around the felt.

Pull the pouch together (cord ends should be on the outside).
Optional: Add coins and tie closed.

Felt, one 8 inch circle per child

Leather cord, ribbon or rope, 24” per child
Coins, stickers, small toy (optional)
Experience Mission provides scissors, hole
punch, stapler, staples, rulers

. Cut the small holes for the cord prior to Kids Club
« Roll a piece of tape around one end of the ribbon or cord for easier weaving in

and out of the holes
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Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Peter:

Ananias:
Peter:
Ananias:
Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Narrator #1:

Narrator #2:

Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:
Sapphira:
Peter:

Sapphira:

And | know you've lied.

QOopsy.

But not just to me, you lied to God!

This is not going according to plan...

Ananias, the land was yours! You could have done whatever you wanted
with the money!

Yah but...

But you chose to lie, and for that you will die.
(Collapse on the ground as if dead.)

Ananias died right there on the spot.

Some young men took him away and buried him.
About three hours later, Sapphira came in.

She didn’t know what had happened.

(Hum or whistle “This Old Man”) Hi there Peter!

Hi there, Sapphira.

We sold our land, just like Barnabas did.

Not this again....

You got the money, right?

Hmmm...Is tis all of it?

Of coursel!

This is ALL the money you got for the land?

Yes.

Are you sure?

Positive!

Absolutely?

Absolutely, positively! Posi-lutely, abso-tively sure!
Well then, Sapphira, you made the same mistake your husband made.
What's that?

You forgot that sometimes God talks to me.
Uh-oh.

And | know you've lied.

Oopsy....

But not just to me, you lied to God!

This is not going according to plan...

Sapphira, the land was yours! You could have done whatever you wanted
with the money!

Yah, but....
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Peter: But you chose to lie, just like your husband, and for that you will die...just like
your husband.

Sapphira: (Collapse to the ground)

Narrator #2: Many people in the early church were scared when they heard the story of
Ananias and Sapphira.

Narrator #1: I'm scared.

Narrator #2: You should be.
Narrator #1: Oh.

Narrator #2: They learned that we cannot lie to God.

Narrator #1: God knows all our secrets.

Narrator #2: And he doesn’t want us acting more spiritual than we really are.
Narrator #1: God wants honesty, from the heart.

Narrator #2: When Ananias and Sapphira died, the people learned that lesson.
Narrator #1: And it'’s a lesson we still need to remember, today.

Everyone: The end!

Reproducible curriculum produced and written by Steven James, Standard Publishing. Adapted visually and/or translated for use
on short term mission trips by Experience Mission.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What was special about the early Christian church?

Was it wrong for a person to have land?

Was it wrong for a person to sell their land?

Was it wrong to keep the money from selling the land?

What did Ananias and Sapphira do that was wrong?

What are some other ways that people can have dishonest hearts?
Can we get away with lying to other people?

Can we get away with lying to God?

Do you think people can have dishonest hearts and not even know it?
Who can help us know see the dishonesty in our hearts and can wash our
hearts clean?

- Tell the account of Ananias and Sapphira in simple story form or read it from a
children’s bible.
. Ask 2-3 of the simpler discussion questions.
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 GAME

Kids work in teams of 4 to stack their cups into a
pyramid without using their hands!

Plastic or paper cups (6 cups per team of 4 kids)
Rubber bands (one per team)

Strong sting or yarn (4 eight inch pieces per team of
4 kids)

- Divide children into teams of 4

- Give each team 6 cups, one rubber band, and 4 pieces of
string

- Have kids place cups upside down on the floor

« Have each child tie the end of a piece of string to the
rubberband.

- When preparation is complete have kids sit by their
cups with their hands on their heads.

Kids race to build a pyramid out of their cups, three on the
bottom, two in the middle, one on top.

Kids may only use the rubberband and string to move

the cups.

By working together each child can gently pull on a string
causing the rubberband to stretch.

By placing the stretched rubberband around the cup and then
releasing the pressure, kids will be able to hold and move
the cup.

First team to stack their cups into a pyramid wins!

- Modify the second round by having the cups start on
the ground, open side up.

- Modify the third round by having all the cups
start across the room in a giant mound.

- Tie the pieces of string to the rubber bands prior to Kids Club
- OR teams build pyramids using just one finger per player
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DEAR, YoU KEEP THAT PART OF TTHE MONEY.
THEY WiLL NEVER KNOW !




