
IMAGO DEI

B I G  I D E A

God created every single person in his 
image!  We have many of his wonderful
qualities!

Genesis 1:2

•  5-6 plain paper grocery bags
•  5-6 black Sharpie type pens

K E Y  V E R S E S

B I B L E  L E S S O N

•  Colored chalk pastels (see Amazon)
•  Paper plates
•  Permanent black markers
•  Thick yarn in basic hair colors (black, brown, 
    yellow.
•  Elmer’s type glue

C R A F T

•  Index cards or small pieces of paper

G A M E

•  Photocopies of Coloring Sheet

W O R K S H E E T S

Genesis 1:27
So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

•   P R E P A R A T I O N  &  M A T E R I A L S   •

lesson 1



B I B L E  L E S S O N  •  I N T E R A C T I V E
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Ask for 4-5 kids to volunteer to help out with the lesson.  Ask the kids to choose one mission 
trip leader as well.  Bring kids and leader to the front.

Say: In just a moment, I’m going to give these volunteers an opportunity to become some-
thing they may never have been before.  They will become bag-heads!

Have volunteers slip a paper bag over their heads.

Say: Volunteers, your bag faces are very plain!  We need to do something about this! Turn 
around so your back is to the audience.  Now, I’m going to put a black pen in your hand 
and I want you to draw your face on the bag.  Eyes, nose, mouth, ears and hair.  You have 
one minute.  GO!

Time the volunteers and tell them to stop after 1 minute.  Take the bags o� the volunteers, 
collapse them and mix them up.  Keep the drawings hidden from everyone so they don’t know 
which bag goes with which person.  Volunteers can turn back around and face the audience.

Say: Nice job!  Do you want to see how our volunteers did?  Let’s see if you can guess 
which bag head goes to each person.

One by one hold up the bags.  Let the kids make guesses.  Have fun matching the bag-head 
to the correct person.

Say:  Why was it so hard to recognize the bag-head with the correct person?  ( Because 
they were in the dark.  They aren’t artists.  They drew at an awkward angle.)

Say:  If I was to give each volunteer a new bag and colored pens, and if I gave them lots of 
time and let the see what they are doing, would they be able to create a better, more 
recognizable  image of themselves?  (Yes, in most cases.)

Say: What characteristics would help you match the bag head to the real person?  (Hair 
style, eye color, glasses, hat, etc.).  Did you know that every single one of you, every boy, 
every girl, every adult, every human being was made in the image of Someone?  Can you 
guess who?  (Kids may guess parents, grandparents, etc.)

Say: This happened a long, LONG time ago.  Way, way before any of us was born.  It 
happened when God created the first human beings, Adam and Eve.  He said, “Let us 
make man in our likeness.... So God created man in his own likeness.  He created him in 
the likeness of God.  He created them as male and female.” 

Now that might be hard to understand because nobody has really seen God and people 
around the world are very di�erent from one another, so how can we all be made in the 
image of God? Well actually, there are lots and lots of ways we share in his image, but they 

are not things you can see.  For instance, God loves people and created us with the capac-
ity to love.  God pays attention to people, he speaks truth, he is just and loyal, he was even 
obedient and submissive when he became the man Jesus.  We reflect his image when we, 
too, are attentive, just, loyal and obedient.  There are many, many ways that we show that 
we are created in God’s image.  

There are two old words in the Latin language that mean Image of God.  They are Imago 
Dei.  Repeat that with me a couple times.  Imago Dei.  This summer we are going to do fun 
skits, art projects, science experiments and hear stories about real people who are Imago 
Dei, made in the image of God.  So come back again and bring your friends!

 
 



D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

Ask for 4-5 kids to volunteer to help out with the lesson.  Ask the kids to choose one mission 
trip leader as well.  Bring kids and leader to the front.

Say: In just a moment, I’m going to give these volunteers an opportunity to become some-
thing they may never have been before.  They will become bag-heads!

Have volunteers slip a paper bag over their heads.

Say: Volunteers, your bag faces are very plain!  We need to do something about this! Turn 
around so your back is to the audience.  Now, I’m going to put a black pen in your hand 
and I want you to draw your face on the bag.  Eyes, nose, mouth, ears and hair.  You have 
one minute.  GO!

Time the volunteers and tell them to stop after 1 minute.  Take the bags o� the volunteers, 
collapse them and mix them up.  Keep the drawings hidden from everyone so they don’t know 
which bag goes with which person.  Volunteers can turn back around and face the audience.

Say: Nice job!  Do you want to see how our volunteers did?  Let’s see if you can guess 
which bag head goes to each person.

One by one hold up the bags.  Let the kids make guesses.  Have fun matching the bag-head 
to the correct person.

Say:  Why was it so hard to recognize the bag-head with the correct person?  ( Because 
they were in the dark.  They aren’t artists.  They drew at an awkward angle.)

Say:  If I was to give each volunteer a new bag and colored pens, and if I gave them lots of 
time and let the see what they are doing, would they be able to create a better, more 
recognizable  image of themselves?  (Yes, in most cases.)

Say: What characteristics would help you match the bag head to the real person?  (Hair 
style, eye color, glasses, hat, etc.).  Did you know that every single one of you, every boy, 
every girl, every adult, every human being was made in the image of Someone?  Can you 
guess who?  (Kids may guess parents, grandparents, etc.)

Say: This happened a long, LONG time ago.  Way, way before any of us was born.  It 
happened when God created the first human beings, Adam and Eve.  He said, “Let us 
make man in our likeness.... So God created man in his own likeness.  He created him in 
the likeness of God.  He created them as male and female.” 

Now that might be hard to understand because nobody has really seen God and people 
around the world are very di�erent from one another, so how can we all be made in the 
image of God? Well actually, there are lots and lots of ways we share in his image, but they 

I

are not things you can see.  For instance, God loves people and created us with the capac-
ity to love.  God pays attention to people, he speaks truth, he is just and loyal, he was even 
obedient and submissive when he became the man Jesus.  We reflect his image when we, 
too, are attentive, just, loyal and obedient.  There are many, many ways that we show that 
we are created in God’s image.  

There are two old words in the Latin language that mean Image of God.  They are Imago 
Dei.  Repeat that with me a couple times.  Imago Dei.  This summer we are going to do fun 
skits, art projects, science experiments and hear stories about real people who are Imago 
Dei, made in the image of God.  So come back again and bring your friends!

 
 

Brainstorm with the kids characteristics that God and people share.  List these on a large 
sheet of paper.  If possible hang in in a central location that can be seen throughout the 
summer.

Ideas: attentiveness, availability, communication, compassion, confidence, contentment, 
conviction, cooperativeness, courage, creativity, decisiveness, flexibility, dependability, 
determination, diligence, discipline, discretion, encouragement, enthusiasm, fairness, 
forgiveness, friendship, generosity, gratitude, honesty, humility, initiative, integrity, justice, 
loyalty, meekness, mercy, submission, optimism, responsibility, reverence, selflessness, 
sincerity, thoughtfulness, understanding, wisdom, zeal and influence.

S I M P L I F I E D  L E S S O N  O P T I O N S
•  Use team members instead of kid volunteers to make bag heads.
•  Give hints about characteristics we share with God when brainstorming and listing.

B I B L E  L E S S O N  •  I N T E R A C T I V E
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Kids and team members act out characteristics and
qualities we share with God.

O B J E C T I V E :  I M A G O  D E I  C H A R A D E S

Index cards or small pieces of paper
 

M A T E R I A L S  B R O U G H T  B Y  T E A M

•   G A M E   •

Kids will make paper plate images of themselves and
list qualities that God shares with every person.

O B J E C T I V E :  P L A T E  M A S K S

•  Scissors, staplers, hole punches

M A T E R I A L S  P R O V I D E D  B Y  E M

•   C R A F T   •

• On the front of the plate have the kids list 5-10 qualities God
   shares with them that they are naturally good at. 
• Color the back of the plate the appropriate skin color by
   holding the chalk pastel horizontal and rubbing evenly.
• Using other chalk colors draw eyes, nose, mouth, lashes,
   freckles, etc.
• Using about a dozen pieces of thick yarn add hair.  Be 
   creative with lengths and
   patterns of gluing to make
   hairstyles.

D I R E C T I O N S
•  Colored chalk pastels (see Amazon)
•  Paper plates
•  Permanent black markers
•  Thick yarn in basic hair colors (black, brown, yellow.
•  Elmer’s type glue

M A T E R I A L S  B R O U G H T  B Y  T E A M

•  Prior to club write down short phrases that show Imago Dei in action.  Examples: Attending to a hurt friend.
    Telling the truth.  Being thankful.  Having courage in a scary situation.  Making a hard decision.  Being loyal to a friend.  
    Forgiving a sibling.  Obeying a teacher.
•  To play have the kids find a partner.  Hand out a phrase to each couple.  Give them several minutes to discuss how they
    will act out their phrase.
•  The rules:  You may use actions, words and sound e�ects.  You may not say the words on the card.
•  Audience guess what is being acted.  Winning guessers become the actors in the next round.
•  Mission team member should act as judge to determine if the guesses come close enough to the actual
   phrase to win the round.

I N S T R U C T I O N S

S I M P L I F I E D  C R A F T  O P T I O N S
• Use crayons with labels torn o� instead of chalk 
   pastels
•  Pre-cut lengths of yarn for hair
•  Draw hair on instead of using yarn.

S I M P L I F I E D  G A M E  O P T I O N S
•  Divide the kids into several small teams.  Mission team members 
   do all the acting and award points for the winners.
• End with a simple relay race to work out the extra energy.

C R A F T  &  G A M E
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